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Abstract

Enhancing design quality in tourism complexes requires the adoption of approaches that strengthen effective human—nature
connections. Biophilic architecture, as one of the contemporary approaches emphasizing the bond between humans and the
natural environment, holds significant potential for improving spatial experience within tourism settings. The present study
was conducted with the aim of adapting and localizing biophilic architectural principles for application in the design of
tourism complexes in Gilan Province. This research is applied—developmental in nature and was carried out using a
descriptive—analytical method based on documentary and library studies. In the first step, the dimensions and components
of biophilic architecture, as well as architectural quality assessment indicators, were examined. Subsequently, through
comparative analysis, the study identified those components of biophilic architecture that are compatible with the local
conditions of Gilan and have the capacity to influence design quality. According to the findings, architectural quality can be
evaluated across four domains: physical quality, environmental quality, spatial quality, and semantic quality. The results
also indicated that components such as direct and indirect connection with nature, utilization of natural processes and
patterns, nature-inspired spatial organization, formation of emotional bonds between humans and the natural environment,
and site- and context-responsive design possess the highest potential for localization and effectiveness in enhancing the
design quality of tourism complexes in Gilan Province. Finally, a set of design strategies based on the identified components
was proposed.
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